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Introduction

The Climate and Health Map (https://lithub.pik‐potsdam.de/#/project/healthmap_2026) is an
interactive platform that allows users to access a living map of the literature on climate and
health. The abstracts of more than 62,000 scholarly works from OpenAlex were coded using
topic models and transformer‐based models.
Its interface consists of five panels under the default Explorer tab: filters, scatterplot,
geographic map, label correlation, and results (Fig. 1; Table 1). Each of these panels can be
shown or hidden at any time using the  icon on that panel's header.

Figure 1: The Climate and Health Map interface
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Table 1: Overview of the five panels in the Explorer tab

Panel Position Purpose

Filters Left Enables exploration of the literature and
identification of relevant subsets according to the
research question.

Scatterplot Centre‐left
(alternate view)

Provides a semantic map of records.

Geographic Map Centre
(alternate view)

Displays research that matches the filters on a
geographic map.

Label Correlation Centre‐right Provides record counts for two‐dimensional
combinations of topic categories.

Results Right Provides abstracts, classifier scores, access links, and
download options.
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Panel 1: Filters

The filter panel contains groups of labels that allow the database to be narrowed to a specific
subset of literature (Fig. 2). By default, no particular label is selected and all records in the
database are displayed. Some labels, such as the ones for category, are colour‐coded. In
addition, each label displays a matched/total count.
A record may be classified under multiple labels within a group, for example, a study may look
into both adaptation and impacts. At the same, a record may not be classified under any of the
group labels, for example, if an abstract does not specify a geographic location.

Figure 2: The Filters panel
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Group Controls

Most of the filter groups have four icons on their headers: within‐group intersection/union
(AND/OR) toggle, set minimum label score, use in map colour, toggle group filter (Fig. 3).

Figure 3: The four icons in the  group headers

Within‐group intersection union (AND/OR) toggle: This controls how the selected labels within
a group are combined; think of it as a set union or intersection. In the default union/OR mode (

), a record matches at least one of the selected labels while in the intersection/AND mode (

), it must match all of them simultaneously.

Set minimum label score: The sliders icon ( ) allows the minimum confidence threshold for
the group to be adjusted from the default value of 0.5. The range is 0 to 1, with 0 and 1 values
only possible for human annotations. Raising the minimum label score will narrow results to
records the model classified with higher confidence.

Use in map colour: The palette icon ( ) changes the dots in the scatterplot to the group's
colour scheme. For example, selecting the palette button for the category group will apply three
colours to the scatterplot. Only one group can determine the map colour at a time.

Toggle group filter: The funnel icon ( ) switches all selected labels in the group on or off
simultaneously. This will affect the record count, scatterplot, and results, without having to
deselect each label individually.

Global AND/OR toggle: At the top of the filter panel, is a second AND/OR toggle that operates
across all groups (Fig. 4) . While the within‐group toggle controls logic within a single group, this
global toggle controls how groups interact with each other. In the default intersection/AND
mode, a record must satisfy all active groups simultaneously while in the union/OR mode, a
record only needs to satisfy at least one active group.

Figure 4: Global AND/OR toggle (circled in red)
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Publication Years
The bar chart at the top of the filter panel shows how many matching records were published in
a selected year (Fig. 5), along with information on the cumulative annual growth rate (CAGR). To
select a year range, click and drag across bars; the label counts, the scatterplot, as well as the
results will update accordingly. To clear the year filter, click on any unselected year.

Figure 5: Number of impact studies (dark yellow) relative to total publications (grey), 2015‐2019

Groups
Category is one of the most primary ways of filtering records. Each record is classified into at
least one of three categories: mitigation, adaptation, or impacts (Fig. 6). The border colour of
each label corresponds to its respective colour in the scatterplot when the category colour
palette is selected.

Figure 6: Category filter

It is also possible to filter records by health impacts, intervention option, sector, climates
drivers, mediation pathways, methods, study location and location of authors’ affiliations. The
dropdown menus of the last two groups offer seven options for grouping these locations. As
mentioned before, not every record can necessarily be classified into one of these categories,
for example, when no geographic location is specified in an abstract or when a country does not
have a Human Development Index (HDI) score.
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Full‐text Search
At the bottom of the filter panel is a free‐text search box that allows keyword searches to be
conducted across titles, abstracts, and/or authors. Boolean operators such as AND, OR, and NOT
can be used to combine keywords.
At least one of the three search categories (title, abstract, or author) must be selected for the
search to run; the default option is to search across titles and abstracts. The counter updates to
show how many of the filtered records contain the search term against the total number of
records in the database that contain the search term.
For example, Figure 7 shows that out of 4,597 records in the database that use either
agriculture or food security in their titles or abstracts, 1,778 are based in Asia.

Figure 7: Full‐text search for either agriculture or food security across titles and abstracts of
records filtered for Asia
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Panel 2: Scatterplot

The scatterplot plots the filtered records in a 2‐dimensional representation of the topic space
(Fig. 8). Records with similar content are positioned close to each other using dimensionality
reduction. Keywords are displayed directly on the map, allowing users to identify thematic
clusters at a glance. In addition, as every dot in the scatterplot represents one record, dense
clusters indicate high research volume while sparse areas may represent evidence gaps.

Figure 8: Scatterplot showing all records, colour‐coded by category

The keywords can be hidden using the cc caption on the panel´s header. To interact with the
scatterplot, either click on a single point to select one record, or hold the Shift key and
lasso‐select a cluster of records. The counter at the top will update to show how many records
in the cluster match the filter(s) against the total number of records in the cluster. The results
panel will also update to list all the matched records in the selected cluster. Toggling off the

filter using the icon will mean that records are no longer restricted to only the selected
cluster.
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As an example, Figure 9 shows that out of 9,853 records in the selected cluster, 61 focus on
disaster risk reduction in Asia.

Figure 9: Scatterplot showing records of disaster risk reduction in Asia in a specific cluster

8



Climate and Health Map: User Manual

Panel 3: Geographic Map

The geographic map displays research that matches the filters on a geographic map. To interact
with the map, first select a particular country so that it is outlined in green (only one country
can be selected at a time), then lasso‐select places while holding the Shift key.
For example, Figure 10 shows that the selected cluster of Indian cities contains 62 adaptation
studies.

Figure 10: Research on adaptation in selected Indian cities
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Panel 4: Label Correlation

The Label Correlation panel displays the distribution of research at the intersection of different
sets of filters (Fig. 11). Each cell contains the number of records which have high topic scores for
the selected row (vertical axis) and column (horizontal axis) topics. Clicking on any of the cells
narrows the selection to records which address the combination of row and column topics. Cell
colours can range from light yellow to dark green, with darker colours representing higher
record counts.

Figure 11: Heatmap with meta‐topic (row) vs. category (column)

Other options include:
● Using the normalisation dropdown to obtain percentage values, along with absolute

counts
● Applying the global filer to only reflect currently filtered records, as opposed to full

database counts
● Using the switching arrows to switch the row and column topics
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Panel 5: Results

The results panel shows individual records matching the current filters (Fig. 12). The following
information is shown in each record:

● Publication information: title, year, author(s), abstract
● DOI and OpenAlex links
● Scores on classification labels (use the + button to expand additional labels)
● Report error: Flags a miscategorised record to the data team for review
● Download: Downloads the currently filtered dataset (click “selected”) or the full

unfiltered dataset (click “all”).

Figure 12: Results panel showing example records
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Additional Elements

Table 2: Additional elements of the Literature Hub—Climate and Health Map

Element Description

Info Switches the default Explorer tab to project background
information.

Home Returns to the Literature Hub homepage listing all projects.

About Provides information about the development of the Literature Hub
(including citation information).

License/Privacy Shows the data licensing and privacy policy of the Literature Hub.
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Worked Example

“I want to find recent studies on the effects of increased heat exposure on the health of
pregnant women in low‐ and middle‐income countries.”

Step 1: Open the Climate and Health Map at Literature Hub.
Step 2: In the category group, select impacts.
Step 3: In the health impacts group, select maternal, reproductive and infant health.
Step 4: Under climate drivers, select changes in temperature.
Step 5: Go to the dropdown under study location and select location grouped by income group
(World Bank 2026).
Step 6: Now, select upper middle income, lower middle income, and low income under study
location.
Step 7: Since we are only interested in recent studies, drag across the publication years chart to
select 2016–2025.
Step 8: Use the full‐text search box and type pregnan* to capture pregnant, pregnancy, and
pregnancies across titles and abstracts.
Step 9: Click download and selected to export the filtered results.
Possible additional steps:

● Use the heatmap to explore how research on reproductive health impacts is
distributed across different income groups of countries.

● Browse the scatterplot by drawing a selection box (press Shift and drag) around dense
clusters and inspect the results.

● Use the geographic map to further narrow down the study location.
● Raise the minimum label score to retain only high‐confidence classifications.
● Add additional keywords using Boolean operators to refine the search further.
● If the record count is very low, consider increasing the range of publication years.
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Fig. 13: Filters used in the worked example
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